IMAGINATION




IMAGINATION:
WHAT IF — An
Agent of Grace

Faith is an act of the imagination. And a healthy, vibrant
imagination is crucial to the Christian life. Imagination is not
the opposite of reality or the enemy of truth.

Our problem is not an overactive imagination. The real
threat is a lack of imagination, or an imagination stunted or
misshaped by our experience.

Some of us are stuck in “if only” living marked by regret,
feelings of guilt, fear, and doubt. But God can turn your “if
only” mindset into a “what if “attitude, where your faith
looks forward to the future with holy confidence.

The Bible calls us to adopt an active imagination that helps
us look beyond our experience like those who modeled a
fearless faith before us!
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2.

PROPHETS - When the biblical writers call us to faith, they are
calling us to reject this view of the world and, instead, foster an
active imagination that can see what God sees. When the prophets
looked around them, they too saw injustice, sin, and
unrighteousness. The rational response to this sort of experience is
despair. But the prophets called the people —and us—to hope.

JESUS - Jesus calls us to an even more demanding act of
imagination. He stood in the line of the prophets, but he radicalized
their message. "The day is coming,” they had said. He changed the
tense. He says, "The day has come."

THE APOSTLE THOMAS - The apostle Thomas lacked
imagination. The other apostles had seen the risen Lord, and they
told him so. But Thomas only trusted his own experience. "Unless I
see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails

were," he said, "and put my hand into his side, I will not believe"
(John 20:25).
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1. PRISONERS OF OUR PAST ->Even if we’ve confessed our
sin, we still feel condemned. And that feeling of condemnation
undermines the fact that God is for us. We keep beating
ourselves up. We keep sabotaging ourselves. The only exit is
fully accepting, understanding, and believing the life-changing
truth that there is no condemnation for those who are in Christ.

2.  ONE ACT OF GRACE - Grace is the catalyst that turns guilt
into gratitude. One act of grace can turn the worst moment into
the defining moment of someone’s life. You can be that agent of
grace. Grace can turn your greatest if only regret into a
wonderful what if possibility.

3. GET THE PAST OUT OF YOUR PRESENT -> Sometimes you
have to travel 381 miles just to get the past out of your present.
God can deliver you in one day, but it may take years to break
old habits or build new habits.
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4. LABELED BY YOUR SIN - Many of us label ourselves or
others by sin. We live in a self-imposed hell of guilt or shame.
And, it makes us feel better about ourselves by looking down
on others for their sin. If God turns a blind eye to confessed sin,
shouldn’t we? The Apostle Paul is explicit in Romans 3:23 — all
have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. There is no

raduation. Sin was nailed to the cross and that is a crossroad.
t’s the cross that turns if only regrets into what if possibilities.

1. We're either in sin or in Christ.
2. We're either guilty or forgiven.
3. We're either sinners or saints.

5. MAKE A DIFFERENCE - At Calvary’s cross, Jesus broke the
chains, broke the curse, and broke the code. My sin debt is paid
in full, and I'm fully forgiven. But that’s only half the gospel —
the glass-half-empty gospel. This half-empty mindset causes us
to focus on forgiveness, but Jesus didn’t die on the cross just to
forgive you. His aim is to change you—to be an agent of grace--
-to be an agent of change.




ACTION:
Journal This!

1.  What if you are one decision
away from a totally different
lite? What if you started acting
like an agent of grace—looking
for opportunities to love people
what they least expect it and
least deserve it?

2. What if only regret might be
God’s invitation to your what if
possibility?

3.  Who do you need to forgive?




