
 
 
 

HEROES! – Be Like That!  
The world needs heroes. Those who, complete with flaws and weaknesses, are made to lead and make 
sacrifices in ways that God has prepared beforehand. There is a hero in each of us. Genuine heros not 

only see a cause to live for but one that is worth dying for. The hero is the one who is willing to engage in 
the journey ahead that is wrought with danger - knowing the stakes could demand the ultimate sacrifice. 

God has invited you into a great adventure of heroic proportions. You may not realize how you can 
change a life, or two, or twenty, or twenty thousand, but the heart of heroism has been placed inside of 

you. It needs to be awakened! God invites us to play a significant role in His redemptive story. In this 
series we will learn from the model of King David and many other godly biblical characters, along with 
great heroes throughout history, how to heed the call to be a hero wherever God has placed you. King 

David’s story reveals how the extraordinary can be found within the ordinary man as he faces the 
elements, challenges, and learns from the lessons of everyday life. These heroes reflect the call each man 

faces. This series will challenge you to embrace the hero within. Be Like That! 
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Heroes – The Heart of a Hero!  
A Man understands that heart is the issue                              

September 06, 2018 
 

Bible Verses: Ezekiel 19:11 [ESV]; II Samuel 22:29-31; Proverbs 27:17; 
Matthew 13:34,35; John 1:1,14; Psalm 18:29 
Video: Howard G. Hendricks Memorial Service - Howard G. Hendricks  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=31IvfHipr_0 
  
 

 Music: Randy Travis - Heroes And Friends  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yUCBQeKOJv8 
Resources: Heroes Wanted – Why the World Needs You to Live Your Heart 
Out-Rodney D. Bullard; (2)Reflections on the Life of David - Leap Over a Wall–
Earthy Spirituality for Everyday Christians – by Eugene Peterson (3)The 
Sacred Romance – Closer to the Heart of God by John Eldredge 
 

THE WORLD NEEDS HEROES!  
1. ______________________________________ > You can change a life. Complete with your flaws and areas of weakness, you can walk 

forward in the way prepared by God. There is a hero in YOU!  
2. ___________________________ > We have an inspiration to contribute to the well-being of others through acts that can alter a path, 

ease a journey, protect a life, or perpetuate a dream.  
3. ______________________ > Start with a small leap by getting to know yourself. Focus on knowing how you were designed, and what 

your natural abilities and gifts are, then the door of heroic service will open. Make an initial small leap by investing time to explore and 
consider the invitations being presented in daily life. You are valuable and you have lots to offer.  

4. _______________________________________ > You have far more to offer others than you ever dreamed possible. Proverbs 27:17. 
You can change the world by rethinking who you are, your power, your need for relationship, and your ability to provide transformative 
support for one another.  

Hero: The Story of David 
1. _________________________ > Story is the primary way in which the revelation of God is given to us. From beginning to end, the 

Scriptures are primarily written in the form of story. You can experience the God by training your believing imagination to think 
narratively, immersing your praying imagination in earthiness—real life. Somewhere along the way we pick up bad habits of extracting 
from the Bible what we pretentiously call “spiritual principles,” or “moral guidelines,” or “theological truths,” and then corseting 
ourselves in them in order to force a godly shape on our lives. That’s not the gospel way. Story is the gospel way! Matthew 13:34, 35.  

2. _______________________________________ > The most extensively narrated single story in God’s Large Redemptive Story. We know 
more about David than any other person in Holy Scripture. Why David? David is emphatically human. He is earthy. David fighting, 
praying, loving, sinning. David had eight wives. David angry; David devious; David generous; David dancing. There’s nothing, absolutely 
nothing, that God can’t and doesn’t use to work his salvation and holiness into our lives.  

3. ______________________________ > Story is the most adequate way you have of accounting for your life, noticing the obscure details 
that turn out to pivotal, appreciating the subtle accents of color and form and scent that give texture to your actions and feelings, giving 
coherence to your meetings and relationships in work and family, finding your precise place in the neighborhood and in history. Your 
story is the primary way you have of learning what the world is, and what it means to be a human in it.  

Hero: David & God 
1. ___________________________________ > Always at the forefront and the background of circumstances, events, and people is God. 

It’s always God with whom you need to do business with.  
2. __________________ > His story is earthy and godly. The David story immerses us in a reality that embraces the entire range of 

humanness, stretching from the deep interior of our souls to the farthest reach of our imaginations. David deals with God! David’s 
importance isn’t in his morality or his military prowess but in his experience of and witness to God. Every event in his life was a 
confrontation with God.  

3. ____________________________ > The Christian gospel tells us that in and under and around all “lessness” is God. We’re aware of 
something we need or lack most of the time. We’re not complete. God is who we need; the God-hunger, the God-thirst is the most 
powerful drive in us. It’s far stronger than all the drives of sex, power, security, and fame put together.  

Hero: The Jesus Story  
1. _____________________________ > In God’s revelation, the story that gathers all the other stories into its orbit, establishes the center, 

and provides the comprehensive coherence. Four Story tellers offer the story of Jesus. John’s straightforward, no nonsense language is 
found in John 1:1, 14.  

2. _________________ > It’s been easier to believe that Jesus was God than that Jesus was human. Human is a mystery. Human is a term 
of denigration or dismissal but of honor. Human, for us humans, is so frequently experienced as dishonorable and wicked, flawed and 
foolish. Given our unhappy experience with so much of our humanity, it’s hard to maintain respect for it and be patient with the human 
condition.  

3. _______________________ > God doesn’t take shortcuts to heaven, bypassing our troublesome humanity. The David story anticipates 
the Jesus story. The Jesus story presupposes the David story. If we’re going to get the most our of the Jesus story, we’ll want first to soak 
our imagination in the David story. Psalm 18:29.  

http://www.menstable.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=31IvfHipr_0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yUCBQeKOJv8


ACTION: Journal This!  
1. Describe an example of heroism you have committed, witnessed, or heard about that has impacted your life in some way.  
2. Who is one of your personal heroes? Why?  
3. Helping someone else is at the heart of heroism. What is the heroic step you want to take toward strengthening your hero heart?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bible Verses – The Message 

Ezekiel 19:11 [ESV] - 11 Its strong stems became rulers' scepters; it 
towered aloft among the thick boughs; it was seen in its height with 
the mass of its branches. 
 
II Samuel 22:29-31 – 29 Suddenly, God, your light floods my path, God 
drives out the darkness. 30 I smash the bands of marauders, I vault the 
high fences. 31 What a God! His road stretches straight and smooth. 
Every God-direction is road-tested. Everyone who runs toward him 
Makes it. 
 
Proverbs 27:17 – 17 You use steel to sharpen steel, and one friend 
sharpens another. 
 

Matthew 13:34,35 – 34 All Jesus did that day was tell stories - a long 
storytelling afternoon.35 His storytelling fulfilled the prophecy: I will 
open my mouth and tell stories; I will bring out into the open things 
hidden since the world's first day.  
 
John 1:1,14 – 1 The Word was first, the Word present to God, God 
present to the Word. The Word was God, 14 The Word became flesh 
and blood, and moved into the neighborhood. We saw the glory with 
our own eyes, the one-of-a-kind glory, like Father, like Son, Generous 
inside and out, true from start to finish. 
 
Psalm 18:29 – 29 I smash the bands of marauders, I vault the highest 
fences. 

 
"Heroes And Friends"  

By Randy Travis 

I ain't lived forever, but I've lived enough 
I've learned to be gentle, and I've learned to be tough 

I've found only two things that last 'til the end, 
One is your heroes, the other's your friends 

 
[Chorus:] 

Your heroes will help you find good in yourself 
Your friends won't forsake you for somebody else 

They'll both stand beside you through thick and through thin 
That's how it goes with heroes and friends 

 
I grew up with cowboys I watched on TV 

My friends and I sometimes pretended to be 
Years have gone by, but now and again 

My heart rides the range with my heroes and friends 
[Repeat chorus] 
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HEROES! 
Be Like That! 

The world needs heroes. Those who, complete with flaws and weaknesses, are made to lead and make sacrifices 
in ways that God has prepared beforehand. There is a hero in each of us. Genuine heros not only see a cause to 
live for but one that is worth dying for. The hero is the one who is willing to engage in the journey ahead that is 
wrought with danger - knowing the stakes could demand the ultimate sacrifice. God has invited you into a great 

adventure of heroic proportions. You may not realize how you can change a life, or two, or twenty, or twenty 
thousand, but the heart of heroism has been placed inside of you. It needs to be awakened! God invites us to play 
a significant role in His redemptive story. In this series we will learn from the model of King David and many other 
godly biblical characters, along with great heroes throughout history, how to heed the call to be a hero wherever 
God has placed you. King David’s story reveals how the extraordinary can be found within the ordinary man as he 

faces the elements, challenges, and learns from the lessons of everyday life. These heroes reflect the call each 
man faces. This series will challenge you to embrace the hero within. Be Like That! 

Heroes – The Heart of a Hero! 

Ezekiel 19:11(ESV)
II Samuel 22:29-31



THE WORLD NEEDS HEROES! 
1. The World Needs YOU! > You can change a life. Complete with your flaws and

areas of weakness, you can walk forward in the way prepared by God. There is a
hero in YOU!

2. God-given Heart > We have an inspiration to contribute to the well-being of
others through acts that can alter a path, ease a journey, protect a life, or
perpetuate a dream.

3. First Step! > Start with a small leap by getting to know yourself. Focus on knowing
how you were designed, and what your natural abilities and gifts are, then the
door of heroic service will open. Make an initial small leap by investing time to
explore and consider the invitations being presented in daily life. You are valuable
and you have lots to offer.

4. The Power of Connection > You have far more to offer others than you ever
dreamed possible. Proverbs 27:17. You can change the world by rethinking who
you are, your power, your need for relationship, and your ability to provide
transformative support for one another.



Hero: The Story of David
1. The Power of Story > Story is the primary way in which the revelation of God is given to

us. From beginning to end, the Scriptures are primarily written in the form of story. You
can experience the God by training your believing imagination to think narratively,
immersing your praying imagination in earthiness—real life. Somewhere along the way we
pick up bad habits of extracting from the Bible what we pretentiously call “spiritual
principles,” or “moral guidelines,” or “theological truths,” and then corseting ourselves in
them in order to force a godly shape on our lives. That’s not the gospel way. Story is the
gospel way! Matthew 13:34, 35.

2. The David Story > The most extensively narrated single story in God’s Large Redemptive
Story. We know more about David than any other person in Holy Scripture. Why David?
David is emphatically human. He is earthy. David fighting, praying, loving, sinning. David
had eight wives. David angry; David devious; David generous; David dancing. There’s
nothing, absolutely nothing, that God can’t and doesn’t use to work his salvation and
holiness into our lives.

3. Your Story > Story is the most adequate way you have of accounting for your life, noticing
the obscure details that turn out to pivotal, appreciating the subtle accents of color and
form and scent that give texture to your actions and feelings, giving coherence to your
meetings and relationships in work and family, finding your precise place in the
neighborhood and in history. Your story is the primary way you have of learning what the
world is, and what it means to be a human in it.



Hero: David & God
1. Dealing with God > Always at the forefront and the background of

circumstances, events, and people is God. It’s always God with whom you
need to do business with.

2. David > His story is earthy and godly. The David story immerses us in a reality
that embraces the entire range of humanness, stretching from the deep
interior of our souls to the farthest reach of our imaginations. David deals
with God! David’s importance isn’t in his morality or his military prowess but
in his experience of and witness to God. Every event in his life was a
confrontation with God.

3. Need for God > The Christian gospel tells us that in and under and around all
“lessness” is God. We’re aware of something we need or lack most of the
time. We’re not complete. God is who we need; the God-hunger, the God-
thirst is the most powerful drive in us. It’s far stronger than all the drives of
sex, power, security, and fame put together.



Hero: The Jesus Story 

1. The Pivotal Story > In God’s revelation, the story that gathers all the other
stories into its orbit, establishes the center, and provides the comprehensive
coherence. Four Story tellers offer the story of Jesus. John’s straightforward,
no nonsense language is found in John 1:1, 14.

2. Mystery > It’s been easier to believe that Jesus was God than that Jesus was
human. Human is a mystery. Human is a term of denigration or dismissal but
of honor. Human, for us humans, is so frequently experienced as
dishonorable and wicked, flawed and foolish. Given our unhappy experience
with so much of our humanity, it’s hard to maintain respect for it and be
patient with the human condition.

3. No Shortcuts > God doesn’t take shortcuts to heaven, bypassing our
troublesome humanity. The David story anticipates the Jesus story. The Jesus
story presupposes the David story. If we’re going to get the most our of the
Jesus story, we’ll want first to soak our imagination in the David story. Psalm
18:29.



ACTION: Journal This! 

1. Describe an example of heroism you have committed, witnessed, or heard 
about that has impacted your life in some way. 

2. Who is one of your personal heroes? Why? 

3. Helping someone else is at the heart of heroism. What is the heroic step you 
want to take toward strengthening your hero heart? 


